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From the City Manager’s Desk
Deer Cull
The City is contemplating a deer cull for this upcoming 
winter.  The cull has historically occurred in the 
neighborhood that surrounds the Hospital and that 
area will likely be a focus again.  Residents from other 
City neighborhoods have asked about potential cull 
activities around their properties, and that may be an 
item of consideration for this year.  

If you have thoughts or ideas regarding the deer cull 
the City would like to hear from you.  Please write a 
letter and send to mgifford@cityofbr.org or 226 North 
Michigan Ave., Attn:  Mark Gifford.

Hello, my name is Josh Pyles. I am the City Recreation 
Coordinator, Farmers Market Master and Downtown 
Business Association Director. While I have been with 
the City of Big Rapids in these roles for three years now, 
I have lived in Big Rapids for 32 years. I graduated from 
Big Rapids High School and Ferris State University 
where I studied 
Sport and Recreation 
M a n a g e m e n t . 
Outside of work 
I enjoy getting 
together with friends 
and family, traveling 
with my wife, hunting, 
golfing, and playing 
softball. 

My job allows for a lot of diversity in each day, which 
is something I greatly enjoy. Organizing recreation 
and adult fitness programs for the community is just 
one aspect of the job. I organize the Farmers Market 
and make sure that we have different food benefit 
programs set up so that everyone can enjoy the fresh 
fruits and produce that our Farmers bring to the 
market. With the Downtown Business Association 
(DBA) I get to help our businesses thrive or, in the case 
of this year, survive. I work with them to market their 
businesses while also giving them opportunities to 
get involved in events that we host in our Downtown. 
Managing the events in our downtown is just another 
fantastic part of the job that I have. Thanks to several 
great volunteers and business owners we have 

At the City Commission
On Monday, November 16, the City Commission 
held a virtual meeting which began with a 
Quarterly Investment Report and two Study 
Sessions, one about the Big Rapids Social Equity 
Initiative and one about how the City should move 
forward regarding the Depot property.
The Commission also acted on several points of 
business including:
• A resolution approve a Class C Liquor License 

for B & B Bakery,
• several resolutions for Public Works projects, 
• adopting a COVID-19 Workplace Safety Policy, 
• And a resolution requesting the Planning 

Commission to look at the zoning regulations 
for marihuana businesses in the downtown, 
among other items.

Commission meetings are always open to the 
public. You are welcome to join on the 1st and 3rd 
Monday of the month at 6:30 PM on Zoom.

Meet and Greet: Josh Pyles
Recreation Coordinator, DBA 
Director, and Farmers Market Master

Josh and his wife Callie.



committees who organize each one so that we can 
have the most success and bring more people to our 
beautiful downtown and businesses each year. 

With Covid-19 hitting us this year, it changed a lot of the 
focus of my job. Thankfully with some key adjustments 
to how the programs are offered we were still able 
to have our Farmers Market and outdoor recreation 
programs. Now that we are moving into the colder 
season, we will be adjusting the programs again and 
most of what we will be offering will be virtual. The 
DBA is working on some ideas that will allow us to 
still bring the holiday atmosphere to our Downtown 
for people to enjoy over a few weeks instead of just 
in one night, so definitely stay tuned for more details. 

One of my favorite things about Big Rapids is the 
Community. Everyone is willing to help one another 
to make Big Rapids a great place for our families and 
kids to grow, learn and play. This type of community 
creates such a supportive work environment that 
makes it easy and fun to serve the needs of everyone. 

Meet and Greet continued.

Josh at Fall Fest 2019.

Big Rapids Community Library
From Nov. 18 to Dec. 9, the Library is only open 
for lobby pickup services. Request items online or 
by calling 231-796-5234. Don’t forget that online 
resources for ebooks, audiobooks, and films are 
available to all library card holders.

Visit the Library’s Website or Facebook page to 
learn about Storytime. Themed Storytimes are put 
together by Mr. Howard with books, crafts, and 
songs to enjoy at home.

Take and Make Kits are available for kids, teens, and 
adults. Call the Library to request then to pick up a 
fun activity to do at home!

Visit the Library website www.bigrapidslibrary.org 
to learn more or access your Library account.

Recycling Changes, Effective Dec. 1st
The recycling pickup schedule is changing, effective 
December 1, 2020. For recycling collection only, the 
City of Big Rapids will be separated into two groups, 
divided by State Street. The east side will be picked up 
one week, and the west side the next week.

The west side of State Street will be “A” week collection, 
with pickup beginning December 7. The east side of 
State Street will be “B” week collection, with pickup 
the next week, December 14. See the City website or 
your most recent utility bill for a 2021 Recycling Pickup 
calendar.

Also, a reminder that the final yard waste pickup of the 
year will be on Monday, November 30, 2020. See the 
City’s website for more information on local sanitation 
services.

Josh playing softball.

By the Numbers: 11-01/20-11/15/20
Dial-a-Ride Service
• 2,236Total Passengers
• 1,869 Demand Response Passengers
• 367 Ferris Shuttle Riders 
• 314 Adult Riders and 335 Child Riders
• 1,220 Senior or Disabled Riders


